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On July 16 1842, the Austrian court granted Micheal Thonet the right to 
“bend any type of wood, even the most brittle, into the most desired 
forms and curves by chemical and mechanical means”.



The first mass-produced piece of furniture. 

The first chair to be sold in pieces to be assembled by the end-user because 
of its simplicity of using only 6 pieces 6 bolts to connect them together. - 
modularity

The first bentwood chairs were created in Austria by Michael Thonet who 
became preoccupied by the idea of bending wood to make a simple chair. 
Having experimented with laminated wood and glue, the breakthrough 
came when he discovered that steaming wood within a metal brace meant 
that solid wood held its shape when cooled. The resin would hold whatever 
curve was required.

Perhaps the earliest example of flat-pack furniture, it was easy to ship, 
hence its prevalence around the world. By 1930, over 50 million had 
been sold.

Popularly called bentwood furniture for the technique used of 
bending wood with steam - perfected by Micheal Thonet in 1860.





Armchair for the Purkersdorf 
Sanatorium


1902 Cabaret Fledermaus Chair

1905-06

Chair No.14

1859

Eames chair

1956







To build a stool using techniques invented and perfected by Thonet - 
mainly bentwood techniques - keeping the essence of the design 
language of Thonet’s classics

BRIEF



Exploration was to find the 
essence of Thonet’s classics 
and slowly proceed into a 
modern stool keeping the 
technique and style similar



Workspace Lasercut form of the finally selected 
stool design

The original Thonet No.14 - Full size 
drawing



Exploring an in-house method to understand 
steam bending and its possibilities - The final 
product was only partly successful - further 
explorations weren’t possible due to time 
constraints.



A first render of the stool 
after a few explorations



The Thonet Stool


